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1026 Jay St., Ste. B-17 
Charlotte, NC 28208  

Kevinpratt13@gmail.com 
980.253.1212 

 
December 19, 2019 

 
VIA CERTIFIED MAIL (RRR) AND EMAIL 
 
North Carolina Board of Barber Examiners 
Attn: Dennis Seavers, Executive Director 
7001 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699 
P: 919.814.8640 
E: dennis.seavers@nc.gov 
 
 Re:  Petition for Rulemaking to North Carolina Board of Barber Examiner 
 
Dear Mr. Seavers:  
 

This law firm represents The Gents Fade, LLC in its capacity as a North Carolina Limited 
Liaiblity Company intending to own and operate a mobile barbershop in North Carolina with 
regard to the enclosed rulemaking petition pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 150B-20 to clarify the 
permissibility of owning and operating a mobile barbershop in North Carolina. 

 
We look forward to receiving the Board’s response. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Kevin Pratt 
 
Encs. 
  



 

PETITION FOR RULEMAKING AND REQUEST FOR DECLARATORY RULING 
 

TO 
 

NORTH CAROLINA BOARD OF BARBER EXAMINERS 
 

I. Introduction. 

Petitioner The Gents Fade, LLC (“Petitioner”) is a North Carolina limited liability 

company intending to operate a mobile barbershop in North Carolina. Petitioner has invested 

significant time and resources in connection with launching an on-demand mobile barbershop 

business, which includes but is not limited to, researching the applicable regulatory framework to 

confirm its permissibility in North Carolina, evaluating the upfit costs to operate out of a 

recreational vehicle, and negotiating relationships with prospective vendors. Petitioner has 

experience as a consumer and advisor for mobile barbershop businesses in Austin, Texas, and Los 

Angeles, California. The viability of Petitioner’s business and the benefit it would afford to the 

public at-large is hindered only by North Carolina’s current regulatory framework as set forth in 

21 NCAC 06L .0101, et seq. 

II. Petition for Rulemaking. 

Respondent North Carolina Board of Barber Examiners (“Agency” or “NCBBE”) is a State 

government entity to regulate the conduct of licensed barbers and to protect the public’s health, 

safety, and welfare when interfacing the licensed barbers. The Agency strikes a delicate balance 

exercising its rulemaking discretion to protect the public and promote fair market opportunities for 

licensed barbers in this State. Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 150B-20, the undersigned Petitioner, 

through counsel, requests the Agency adopt the attached proposed Rule; or, in the alternative, grant 

the Petition for Rulemaking and initiate the rulemaking proceedings pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 

150B-20(c). In so doing, Petitioner requests the Agency clarify the lawful permissibility of 



 

operating mobile barbershops in North Carolina. 

III. Documentation Submitted in Support of Petitioner’s Petition for Rulemaking and 
Request for Declaratory Ruling. 

 
Petitioner submits the following documentation to comply with applicable statutory 

requirements governing such petitions and requests: 

(1) The text of the proposed rule for adoption or amendment (Exhibit A); 
 

(2) A legislative summary of jurisdictions allowing mobile barbershops in the United 
States (Exhibit B); 

 
(3) A statement of the reasons for adopting or amending the proposed rules; 
 
(4) A statement of Petitioner’s standing and status as an aggrieved party;  
 
(5) A statement of the effect on existing rules or orders; and 
 
(6) The name and address of Petitioner. 

 
IV. Request for Declaratory Ruling. 

Petitioner is an aggrieved party under N.C. Gen. Stat. § 150B-2(6) because it is a North 

Carolina limited liability company substantially affected indirectly by the current regulatory 

framework because, per the Agency’s informal position, it believes the operation of mobile 

barbershops is unlawful in North Carolina. Petitioner has expended significant resources 

researching the viability of this business, including but not limited to incurring legal fees to clarify 

the regulatory ambiguity, and paying for a rendering of a proposed mobile barbershop facility in a 

recreational vehicle. Petitioner requests a declaration from the Agency as to the permissibility of 

operating mobile barbershops in this State, or in the alternative, to adopt the Rule amendment as 

proposed to expand the available opportunities for barbers licensed in this State.  

V. Aggrieved Party Status. 

Petitioner is a North Carolina limited liability company interested in operating a mobile 



 

barbershop. Petitioner has identified a viable recreational vehicle that would be suitable for a 

mobile barbershop operation. However, Petitioner is unwilling to move forward with the purchase 

of the vehicle and corresponding capital upfit unless and until the Agency declares whether 

through a ruling or Rule amendment that a mobile barbershop may be operated in this State. 

Petitioner requests a declaration from the Agency as to the lawfulness of operating mobile 

barbershops in this State, or in the alternative, to adopt the Rule amendment as proposed to expand 

the available opportunities for barbers licensed in this State.  

VI. Reasons for Adoption of the Proposed Rule. 

The Agency’s stated vision for 2019 includes, without limitation, enacting “all necessary 

legislative and rule changes to make sure that its regulations are sufficient for public protection, 

but without any unnecessary public burdens.” The proposed Rule amendment allows the Agency 

to meet that goal. 

Today’s workforce is more mobile and flexible than ever before. Such mobility and 

flexibility are linked inexorably to technology, and its disruption on traditional methods of 

conducting business. Technological disruption gives rise to changing consumer expectations. 

Taken together, these points underscore a barber’s fundamental market challenge: developing a 

model where they can “meet clients where they are.”  

A survey of surrounding states demonstrates that the laws in Massachusetts, Nebraska, 

Maine, Texas, and California support the lawful operation of mobile barbershops in recreational 

vehicles or otherwise. Indeed, even the Agency’s own Rules contemplate the permissibility of a 

mobile barbershop in a recreational vehicle. See 21 NCAC 06L .0106(e) (“For barber shops 

permitted on or after July 1, 2008, mobile homes, motor homes, trailers or any type of recreational 

vehicle shall be permanently affixed so that they cannot be moved. Any such structure approved 



 

for a barbershop shall maintain a separate entrance that shall not open off the living quarters, and 

shall not have any doors or openings to the living quarters that are unlocked during business 

hours.”) The weight of authority, and the Agency’s own rules, demonstrates a national movement 

responding to the marketplace’s evolving demands for mobile barbershops. Indeed, allowing the 

operation of mobile barbershops would open available opportunities that same way the 

permissibility of food trucks opened opportunities for aspiring restaurateurs. Likewise, the 

Agency’s adoption of the proposed amended Rule would promote competition by giving 

consumers greater choice in the marketplace, thus encouraging licensed barbers to compete on the 

quality of their services. 

In light of the above, Petitioner requests the Agency promulgate a Rule clarifying the 

permissibility of operating mobile barbershops in North Carolina. For if the Legislature had 

intended to foreclose the operation of mobile barbershops, it would have expressly done so. Thus, 

to interpret its Rules in a manner that would render the operation of mobile barbershops unlawful, 

the Agency would act in a manner that the Legislature never intended.  

VII. Statement of the Effect of the Proposed Rule on Existing Rules. 

To date, the Agency has not adopted any Rules, policies, or procedures specifically 

addressing the permissibility of mobile barbershops. In a conversation with Executive Director 

Seavors, Petitioner understands that the Agency has interpreted the bathroom requirement, see 21 

NCAC 06L .0103, as foreclosing a mobile barbershop operation. However, 21 NCAC 06L .0106 

expressly contemplates that a barbershop may be located in “any type of recreational vehicle.” The 

only requirement as it relates to operating a mobile barbershop in a recreational vehicle is that the 

vehicle “be permanently affixed so [it] cannot be moved.” The language of the proposed Rule 

amendment clarifies the requirements for a mobile barbershop located in a recreational vehicle and 



responds to the marketplace’s evolving preference for on-demand barbershop services. 

VIII. Name & Address of the Petitioner.

The Gents Fade, LLC 
Attn: William Price 
310 Arlington Avenue, Suite 404 
Charlotte, NC 28203 

Petitioner has expended resources evaluating the viability of a mobile barbershop concept, 

comparable to experiential barbershop experiences available in sister markets, such as Austin, 

Texas. To that end, Petitioner engaged counsel to evaluate further the viability of the concept after 

acknowledging a potentially ambiguous regulatory framework. To resolve the potential ambiguity, 

Petitioner submits this Petition for Rulemaking and Request for Declaratory Ruling through 

undersigned counsel, Kevin Pratt. 

This the 19TH day of December, 2019. 

____________________________________________________ 
Counsel on Behalf of The Gents Fade LLC 
Kevin Pratt, Attorney of Record 



PROPOSED RULE CHANGES CLARIFYING PERMISSIBILITY OF MOBILE 
BARBERSHOPS1 

21 NCAC O6L .0106  SEPARATION FROM OTHER BUSINESSES; RESIDENTIAL SHOPS; 
MOBILE HOMES; MOBILE SHOPS 

(a) When a building or room is used for both a barber shop and for some other business and
the building or room does not have air conditioning, ventilation, or heat outlets, or air
circulation, the required partition between the shop and the other business may be
completed from the floor up to a minimum of six feet with material from six feet to the
ceiling that permits good air circulation.

(b) A mobile barbershop shall include any barbershop operated out of a recreational
vehicle. Mobile barbershops shall include:

a. A cabinet for barbering equipment constructed of material that may be cleaned.
b. Smooth finished walls and floors with no exposed pipes.
c. A barber chair covered with a smooth, non-porous surface, such as vinyl or

leather, which is easily cleaned as required by G.S. 86A-15(a)(2)(c).
d. A cabinet, or other method of storage, such that clean towels are stored separate

from used towels.
e. A hand washing sink or lavatory for patrons with hot and cold water, soap, and

disposable towels.
f. Measurements in compliance with 21 NCAC 06L .0102

. . . . 

21 NCAC 06L 0111  WHERE BARBER SERVICES MAY BE PERFORMED 

(a) Except as provided in this Rule, all barber services as defined in G.S. 86A-2 shall only be
performed at a location permitted by the Board as a barber shop, which shall include mobile
barbershops otherwise in compliance with these Rules.

1 The proposed Rule changes are reflected in italics. 
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